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can form of the divine character and 
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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxiii. 34, 
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(Concluded from iast Number.) 

In Rom. ii. 1 to 11, (which 13 too 
long to transcribe, but should be read 
with attention,) the Apostle bears tes- 
timony to whathis master had declared 
in John vy. 28, 29, and in 2 Thess. 1st 
chapter, which see, also 2 Pet. il. 7. 
Indeed it appears to be the scope of 
the Scriptures so generally, that farther 


conduct, and the common principles of 
quity, with which God has favoured 
nankind; that sin, unrepented of, 


himself has very properly stated. Our 
ord answered the Sadducees, Luke 
ix. 34, 35, 36—- The children of this age 
or state, marry and are given in mar- 
tage; but they who shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that age or state, net- 
her marry nor are given in marriage ; 
neither can they sin any more, for they 
reegual unto (or as) the angels, and 
pre the children of God, being the child- 
en of the resurrection. 

Iwillnot say that Z. has garbled 
his passage, for I do not ‘believe that 

e intended to do so; but rather sup- 
pose that he quoted the words (1incor- 
ectly indeed, for the words, zn heaven, 
are not in the text) from memory, and 
ot with understanding of the subject ; 
but only of the sound of the words quo- 
ed. If he had only read the passage 
arefully, attending to its meaning, I 
hink he could not have used the words 
bf Jesus Christ, which he has quoted, 
n the universal sense in which he has 
tpplied them, when he found the words, 
THEY WHO SHALL BE ACCOUNTED WOR- 
THY to obtain that state. 

With respect to 4 Corinth. 15th 
hapter, I cannot believe that the Apos- 
le Paul intended to contradict the re- 
peated statements which he had made 


still less, if possible, that he intended 
to contradict the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. He appears to point out, not 
all the various steps of the process; 
but to present a view of the final issue 
of the divine dispensations, when the 
work of Jesus Christ shall be comple- 
ted; and he shall deliver up the king- 
dom to the Father, and God shall be 
allinall. Most assuredly, the predic- 
tions of the Son of God shall be fulfil- 
led; and will form part of the process 
which God carries on by him. I do 
not see how it is possible for any intel- 
ligent man, who studies the whole 
Scriptures, to draw a different conclu- 
sion. 
{ earnestly intreat Z. to lay aside all 
those systems of human dogmas, which 
vainly endeavour to combine the tool- 
is. philosophy or sophistry of men, 
with the wisdom of God; which wil! 
no more unite than oil and vinegar ; 
and the Scripture must be twisted and 
perverted, to make the heterogeneous 
mass somewhat plausible; (and Some 
of the systems professing Universalism 
are no better.) And to study caretul- 
ly the Scripture as one whole, com- 
plete in itself, without reference to any 
of those systems. He appears to be a 
man of talents; but let him seriously 
remember, that he must be accountable 
for the use which he makes of these ta- 
lents. By carefully studying the Scrip- 
tures alone, he will reap a rich harvest 
of true information, and divine satisfac- 
tion. He will still be an Universalist ; 
but will not be so readily carried about 
with every wind ef doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they he in wait to deceive. 
Ephes. iv. 14. : 
O 
A Dialogue between a Universalist and 
a Limitarian. 

(Continued from page 100.) 

Uni. Let us now proceed to show by 








n the other parts of his own writings; 


the same similitude, that no atonement) 


was necessary in order to Satisfy the 
claims of divine justice, whereby the 
sinner may be set tree. In order to 
see this subject, let us ask whether the 
compassionate father of the lost child+ 
ren would require any thing to be done, 
by way of atonement, to reconcile him 
to his children, and to make him will- 
ing to deliver them from their lost 
condition? This is a palpable absurdi- 
tv; for who loves these children so 
much better than their father, as to 
come forward with donations designed 
to reconcile him to his own offspring ? 
And to pretend that the father uses 
means to reconcile himself to his child- 
ren is an absurdity as palpable as the 
other. These absurdities are embraced 
in the common doctrine of atonement, 
which directly contradicts the plain 
testimony of scripture by supporting 
them. ‘The scriptures state in plain 
terms, that **God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son— 
But God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us—Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins.” Can any thing be 
plainer, my dear friend, than that 
Christ was sent by the Father’s love, 
and not to procure that love for us? 
According to the scriptures above 
quoted, the Father would not have sent 
his Son, if he had not loved sinners. 
So we may clearly see in our simile, 
the father would not send assistance to 
his children in distress, if he did not 
love them. And to pretend that the 
father loves these children in conse- 
quence of his having granted them as- 
sistance is a direct violation of common 
sense. 

I will in the next place endeavour to 
show that the system of atonement as 
generally held, designed to satisfy di- 
vine justice and to reconcile God to us, 





is as destitute of justice as the common 
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doctrine of condemnation is of mercy. 

This common doctrine of reconciling 
our heavenly Father to us, supposes 
that Jesus Christ effected this by suf- 
fering in our room and stead. It sup- 
poses that Jesus suffered the penalty of 
the law which man had violated, and 
that in consequence of his suffering 
what, in justice, we ought to suffer, we 
are liberated from condemnation. Now 
what justice do we see in this? This 
is. condemning the innocent and clear- 
ing the guilty, which is forbidden in the 
divine law. We will look at the case 
in our simile. Suppose then that the 
eldest son of the parent, whose children 
went astray and were lost, had kept 
himself from temptation, did not wan- 
der away with the rest, but was at home 
with his father, and obedient in his ser- 
vice. The father says to this beloved 
son, you know that yraur brothers and 
sisters are in a most wretched state, in 
which they must all perish, unless 
some way can be devised for their de- 
liverance. You know that justice re- 
quires their destruction for having dis- 
obeyed my orders, and justice mustlc 
have its demands. This beloved son 
says to his father, let me perish in their 

room and receive them to your favour. 

The father consents. Now where is 
the justice of condemning this innocent 
person to this miserable condition, and 
to perish without mercy? In short, is 
there any such thing known in parental 
government, that a father will punish 
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you ‘are correct in this important posi- 
tion, of course there was no need of a 
substitute, to act as a reconciler of the 
divine law to man; for all the recon- 
ciliation that was needed, was the re- 
conciliation of the sinner to the law. I 
have carefully examined the scriptures,} 
and I have thought much on your rea- 
soning on this subject, and am so far 
convinced that I must honestly say, 
that I know of no light in which the 
subject can be seen, that reason would 
justify the penalty of endless condem- 
nation for man’s crimes, committed in 
a mortal, finite state. But Iam not so 
clear in my understanding of the scrip- 
tures ; and as for our reason, I humbly 
conceive, it would be’ a dangerous 
guide, unless enlightened by the divine 
testimony. Therefore, in any case, 
concerning which our reason and the 
scriptures disagreg, I feel myself bound 
to believe that we reason incorrectly p 
and to submit to the declarations of di- 
vine revelation. No doubt you are 
ready to call.on me to prove from 
scripture, that our reasoning, in this 
case, is not consistent with the divine 
record ; but I am ready to acknowledge 
that, in my researches, I have not been 
able to find any direct testimony in fa- 
vour of this long established doctrine 
of the church. But I shall atte Mpi to 
infer this doctrine from those scriptures 
which speak of our Saviour as our Re- 
deeme;, as giving himself a ransom, 
as tasting death for us, as dying ‘* the 


an obedient child, for what a disobe- just for the unjust, that he might bring 


dient one does? Most surely there is 
no such thing, and nothing could be 
devised more unjust than such a sub- 
stitution. [After a long pause.| 

Lim. Sir, I am satisfied that I per- 
fectly understand you; and before I 
proceed to my reply, I wish to express 
my entire approbation of the plain and 
simple manner in which you communi- 
cate your thoughts ona subject of such 
vast moment. There seems great pro- 
priety in stating our views,’on divine 
subjects, in such a way as may preclude 
any misunderstanding ; and in dispos- 
ing the several parts of a general sub- 
ject in such order, as to be capable of 

casy dissection. 

You first contend that the opinion, 
so long established, and so generally 
believed in the christian church, that 
the divine law required the eternal con- 
demnation of mankind for transgression 
is neither scriptural nor reasonable. If 








his own body on the tree,” 
has been understood that all such pass- 
ages plainly indicated that our Saviour 


as bearing “our sins 1n 
&c.—It 


us to God,” 


was our substitute, that he bore the 
dreadful penalty of the divine law in 
our stead, by which God became re- 
conciled to us, and gracious to forgive 
our sins. Now if this be the plain and 
most evident sense of scripture testi- 
mony, though we may be unable to see 
the justice of this substitution, yet as 
believers in divine revelation, we are 
obligated to submit our reason to the 
divineauthority. But if you have any 
thing to reply to these few suggestions, 
it may be as well to hear your answer, 
before I further proceed to my objec- 
tions to your general views. 

Uni. Dear sir, Iam highly gratified 
with the candour with which you seem 
disposed to treat my remarks, and also 
with your great liberality in acknow- 





ledging that, in your own unders‘. }, 
ing, reason seems to speak against th. 
popular doctrine of the church, on th 
subject of our present discussions. No 
am I less pleased with your profound 
devotion to the faithful ‘testimony , and 
your determined submission to its mog 
plain and ‘evident meaning. Such; is 
the darkness of the human mind, jp 
certain particulars, that reason itself 
will tell us that the probability is, tha 
we reason wrong, when we reason jy 
violation of a known and an established 
rule.—To be understood, I say, 
will tell a scholar, that it is more like) 
that he has made a mistake in a reck. 
oning In which he disagrees with ap 
established author, 


reason 


than that the sun 
is wrong in the book. I mean however, 
to apply this simile only to show that 
reason is capable of being conscious of 
its own weakness. 

Now after we so happily agree in 
these preliminaries, 
that we may still run together in one 
more partic ular, which to me seenis 4s 
important as those already mentioned; 
and that is, that we should never dis. 
regard reason so much as to favour an 
explanation of scripture which every 
way appears unreasonable, when it 
may, to say the least, as well bear ar 
tional comment. I mean that we 7 
ways ought to allow a meaning of ; 
text W hich 3 is agreeable to our reason, 
to have the preference to one. that 
seems entirely contrary to reason, wher 
all other circumstances might se said 
to be equal, if such a case should be 
found. If we allow ourselves to oppose 
reason merely because it is reason, we 
make ourselves unreasonable. 

Presuming that you w ill agree with 
me in these suggestions, I shall proceed 
in an attempt to apply those passages, 
to which you refer, and from which 
you infer the supposed penalty of the 
divine law, and the doctrine of substi 
tution, in a way, as I think more cor 
sistent with both scripture and reason, 
than that in which they have been ge- 
nerally understood. 

(To be Continued.) 





Religion, like every thing of a hes 
venly and divine nature, contains in 
itself those characteristics by which its 
divinity is known. 

Man is naturally religious. Piety 
and devotion are elements in which 
he finds life and peace, 








it 1s to be hoped 
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(Concluded from last number.) 
Tue streams of light that burst in 


the splendour of magnificence on man- 
kind, were directed by the pen of ‘Tho- 
mas Paine: and, while the blessings 
of equal rights, the dignity of man, and 
liberty of conscience, are scatte ‘red in 
profusion around us, can we denounce 
with divine vengeance—can we deprive 
of the image stamped by-his Maker, or 
take from him that conscience which 
his pen obtained for us? No! When, 
to our idea, he has erred, let us drop 
the tear of sympathy, nad remember 
that he had his foibles to prove that he 
belonged to the great human family 

This is the substance of the piece 
which has excited so much interest; 
the effusion of the moment, it is imper- 
fect. The writer considered that Chris- 
tianity had suffered much by that per- 
secuting spirit w hich had assumed its 
liverv, “and he took advantage of 
Christian Messenger, to show that the 
genuine spirit of that religion had not 
am: ugam: ated in every breast with that 
dia bolical principle. His piece was not 
published, and the editorial apologr y re- 
quires no answer. It is in print; let 
the public judge; we do not feel dis- 
posed to return rev iling for reviling, we 
wish to bless them that curse us. 

We sce, by the public prints, that 
the bones of Paine have been carried 
to England. We donot regret it. 
poe belongs to ne particul: ir spot 

earth; itis the property of all coun- 
tries. It j is not confined to the present 
time, but will remain through ages. 
Hoping that his bones may touch the 
corpse of British liberty, and like se 
of the prophet infuse vigour ° 
we commit the character of 
brated man to the eyes of : 
diced posterity. 

}? 

If this be even “ 
the piece which we 
mer editor, we c 
discover any th’ ul 
have occasion cions 


as may be of the 
Messenge’ it be be- 
fore mer iguish be- 
tween - i character? 


His} 


The principles of the “ rights of man” 
could no more be contaminated by the 
degeneracy of its “‘ defender,” than the 
pure principles of the gospel can be de- 
stroyed by those who, it is to be la- 
mented! “ crucify the son of God a- 
fresh, and put him to an open shame!” 
‘The best of men may (speaking gyi 

the manner of men) fall aw ay, so tha 

it shall be impossible to renew oll 
again to repentance. Heb. vi. 4—6. 
‘Therefore, let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall_—Eb. 


() 
U 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


The Progress of Truth. 

Wutte information from various 
parts of the world is daily arriving, 
bringing intelligence of the speed of 
the Chri istian name among the heathen, 
it seems reasonable to suppose, that to 
the patrons of the Universalist Maga- 
zine, any information of the progress 
of the vital principles and doctrine of 
the Lord Jesus in our own vicinities 
will be gratetully received. 

We are happy to state, that the soul 
rejoicing doctrine of God’s universal 
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respectable society has been establish- 
ed in Marlborough, another in Har- 
vard, while the older society in Shirley 
continues prosperous. Ina little more 
than one year, about one third of the 
town of Shrewsbury have received that 
light which is for salvation to the ends 
of the earth. 

Weare also hearing from many dif- 
ferent parts beyond the limits of New 
England, the gladsome tidings, that 
the wilderness, the spiritual wilderness 
of the church, begins to blossom as the 
rose. 

There is another fact of which we 
are well assured, which will give no 
little joy to the lovers of the Abraha- 
mic faith. 
the first characters among our literatt 
not only acknowledge that they do not 
believe in the doctrine of endless mi- 
sery, but openly preach against it, and 
advocate the doctrine of impartial, ne- 
ver failing grace. While it is reason- 
ably supposed that many others believe, 
Sibut are situated in a manner similar to 
those in the days of Jesus, who believ- 
ed on him, but fearing that they should 
be turned out of the synagogues, em- 





grace and salvation has been rapidly 
England for several years. In Boston 
and towns which joi 
behevers within less than three years, 
perhaps is nearer three than two thou- 
sand. Less than three vears ago there 
vas but one meeting of this dentanina- 
tion in Beston, since that time the se- 
cond meeting-house has been built, and 
is well filled with constant attenders, 
and this without diminishing the first 
society, which continues in a flourish- 
ing state. Lectures have been attend- 
ed in Roxbury on sabbath evenings for 
nearly twelve months, where a large 

assembly constantly attend, giving}; 








-reat heed and mnecbatian to the doc- 
In West Cambridge also a so- 

‘ems to be fast gathering which 

~ood hopes. In Malden the 
eccasionally with 


ployed a policy by w hich they suffered 


advancing through many parts of Newjit not to be known. 


Our correspondents are requested to 


n the increase ofiforward a any accounts of new societies, 


or of the increase of those already es- 
tablished, that we snay communicate 
the same to our friends in different 
parts, for the joy and encouragement 
of many. 
To the above from the Magazine we 
may add, the doctrine of universal sal- 
vation has spread rapidly within a few 
vears in the state of New York. By 
the minutes of the Association in June 
1819, it appears that there were eleven 
ministering brethren present, seven 
(belonging to that association) absent, 
afd two added to their number at that 
time, by being received into fellowship: 
and share are about forty tow nships in 
which regular societies are formed east 
of the Cayuga lake. In addition to 








Sty a 


right nae 
versalist society iii 
received no small accessions, 


these, there is the Genesee branch of 
western association, who meet an- 
ny. and among whom there are a 
nber of regular societies, and seve- 
able prez there. We acknow ledge, 
wever, after all, that, in comparison 
th Giese who have limited views of 
vine grace, our number is still small. 


exercising a respectable influence.—jsut when we compare it with what it 


Within a little more than two years alwas but a few years < 


ago, even within 


It is asserted that some of 
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our own recollection, we have abund- 
ant cause of joy and gratulation. 

Even the present state of things in 
this city are highly promising. Our 
meetings continue to be not only well 
attended, but there has been a respect- 
able increase to the church, while a 
general inquiry seems to be excited. 

Last sabbath, the Commissioners’ 
Hall, in the Northern Liberties, was 
crowded; the stairs above and below 
filled, and many had to go away, not 
being able to get within hearing. The 
church also in Lombard street has been 
uncommonly filled, especially in the 
evening, for several Sundays back.— 
These things are not stated by way of 
boasting ; but they are truly grateful 
to our feelings, and are stated for the 
information of our brethren in New 
England, in return for the pleasing ac- 
counts received from that quarter. 

O 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





WueEn contemplating the final destiny 
of man as it is represented in vision by 
John, I have been often delighted with 
the universal hymn which is sung by 
every creature in heaven, earth and 
sea, and by all which in them is, in 
which they say, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory and power, unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever.—This des- 
cription by the beloved disciple is truly 

rand, sublime and beautiful, to which 
I will subjoin one by a celebrated 
writer. 

‘‘Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” —Phillipians 1i. 9, 10, 11. 

«“ I have sworn by myself, the word 
is gone out of my mouth in righteous- 
ness, and shall not return, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear: Surely, shall say, in 
the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength.” —Isaiah xlv. 23, 24. 

‘ And thus, on the grand and final 
consummation, when every wi/l shall 
be subdued to THE WILL OF GOOD TO 
ALL, our Jesus will take in hand the re- 
signed chordage of our hearts ; he will 
tune them as so many instruments, and 
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will touch them with the fingers of his 
own divine feelings. Then shall the 
wisdom, the might, and the goodness 
of our God become the wisdom, might, 
and goodness of all his intelligent 
creatures; the happiness of each shall 
multiply and overflow, in the wishes 
and participation of the happiness of, 
all; the universe shall begin to sound 
with the song of congratulation ; and 
all voices shall break forth in an eter- 
nal hallelujah of praise, transcending 
praise, and glory, transcending glory, 
to God and the Lamb! 

‘There shall be no lapse thence- 
forward, no falling away torever; but 
God in his Christ, and Christ in his 
redeemed, shall be a will and a wisdom, 
and an action and a mightiness, and a 
goodness and graciousness, and a glory 
rising on glory, and a blessing rising 
on blessedness, through an ever be- 
ginning to a never ending ETERNITY.’ 


HERMES. 





POBTS? CORNER. 


a 


6 Our Father who art in Heaven.” 


FATHER in heaven! ’twas God who made, 
And rules this universal frame ; 

Say, does he own a Father's love, 

And answer to a Father’s name ? 


Saviour divine, cleanser of guilt, 
Redeemer of a ruined race, 

These are thy cheering words, and this 
The kind assurance of thy grace. 

My God, my Father, may I dare, 

I, all debased—with sin defiled, 

‘These awful, soothing names to join ? 
Am [thy creature and thy child ? 


Art thou my Father? then no more 
My sins shall tempt me to despair ; 
My Father pities and forgives, 

And hears a child’s repentant prayer. 


Art thou my Father? let me strive 
With all my powers to do thy will, 
To make thy service all my care, 

And all thy kind commands fulfil. 


Art thou my Father? teach my heart 
Compassion for another’s wo, 

And ever to each child of thine, 

A brother’s tenderness to show. 


Art thou my Father? then I know 
When pain, or wants, or griefs oppress, 
They come but from a Father’s hand, 
That wounds to heal, afflicts to bless. 


Art thou my Father? then in doubt 
And darkness when I grope my way, 
Thy light shall shine upon my path, 
And make my darkness like thy day. 


Art thou my Father? then no more 
Tremble my soul at death’s alarms ; 
Hie comes a messenger of love, 

To bear me to my Father’s arms. 


My God, my Father! I am vile, 
Prone to forget thee, weak and blind ; 
Be thou my hope, my strength, my trust, 
Hope of my heart, light of my mind. 
O 
To our Patrons. 

This Number completes the second 
Quarter of the Messenger; and while we 
feel very grateful for the patronage which 
it has received, and especially to those who 
have complied with the terms by paying in 
advance, we must take the liberty to re. 
mind those who are delinquent, ‘that the 
whole amount of subscribers are yet insuf. 
ficient to meet the expense of the work; 
and although it must be gratefully acknow.- 
ledged, that, notwithstanding a few have 
fallen off, the number, since the commence. 
ment of the second quarter, has been gra. 
dually increasing, yet, nevertheless, prompt 
payment now becomes necessary. If, there 
fore, it could be left with the Editor, it 
would save us much trouble in collecting. 

0 . 

“Thoughts on Genuine Religion,” by 
*** is received, and will be commenced 
in our next. 
Another communication from “ T.” js 
also received, which will likewise be com. 
menced in our next; and, agreeably to his 
request, without being “interrupted by Edi- 
torial remarks ;”’ for as ‘IT’. seems to attach 
more importance to his subject than we do, 
and as the piece now before us is perfectl 
candid, and in a style wholly unexception- 
able, we are disposed to let it have its ful! 
weight with our readers. After which we 
may add a few (and probably but a few) 
remarks. 








O 
BOOKS 


On the subjeet of Universal Salvation, for Sale by 
the Editor, No. 187, Cheenut street—where sub 
scriptions will be recetved, and communications 
are to be left, for the Messenger. 


(See Nos. 24 and 25 ) 


Also—THE AMERICAN DEFINITION 
SPELLING BOOK; in which the words are not 
only rationally divided into syllables, accurately 
accented, the various sounds of the vowels repre: 
sented by figures, and their parts of speech pro- 
perly distinguished, but the definitien or signif- 
cation .ffixed to each word; carefully revised 
and compared with the most approved authori- 
ties. Designed for the use of schools. By 
ABNER KNEELAND Hough’s second edition. 

(> This book answers all the purpeses, in 
common schools, of a Spelling Book and Dictio- 


nary. 
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